
 
COVID 19 RESPONSE AND APPEAL 

THREE WAYS THAT YOU CAN HELP!! 
 

Following our recent communication, I want to update you on The Distillers response to the 
COVID 19 crisis and what you can do to help your Livery and what your Livery can do to help 
you if needed. The Court has agreed that our external focus should be in support of The Drinks 
Trust “Your Round £” Appeal (formerly the Benevolent) which has already garnered 
substantial trade support but who are experiencing an unprecedented demand particularly 
amongst the young and lower paid in our Trade. Here are 3 ways to help!!! 

 
1. The Distillers’ Charity Emergency Appeal (charity no 1038763) 

We are delighted to confirm that The Court has agreed to an immediate donation of £50,000 

in support of the Drinks Trust that will be underwritten by The Distillers Charity and is now 

the subject of an urgent appeal to Liverymen for cash donations. Very encouragingly we have 

already received several pledges of support amounting to over £25,000 but I appeal to you to 

consider what you might be able to give by way of a cash donation. Making a donation could 

not be simpler, just email your pledge to Assistant Clerk Kim Lyons at KLyons@lbmw.com  

 

2. Distillers Volunteering Opportunities 

We are in discussion with The Drinks Trust to see how we can help with volunteering across 

their operations. Several of you have already volunteered but if you would like to get involved 

or know more about this initiative, please contact our Development Director, Clive Bairsto at 

clive.bairsto@distillers.org.uk  

 

3. Distillers Emergency Charity Auction 

We would like Liverymen to donate special bottles from their own 
collections to an on-line Charity Auction where all proceeds will go 
entirely to The Drinks Trust. This will be hosted by Whisky Auction. We 
urge you to dig deep in your cellars and cabinets to find those special 
bottles or if you have no treasures, then consider just making a 
donation. We appreciate the logistics of pulling this together requires a 
lot of thought particularly in the current climate, where going out is 
discouraged. These bottles will also have to be packed in special cartons. 
This initiative is being co-ordinated by Middle Warden Chris Porter. He 
will be writing to you in due course about how this will be implemented.  
The Drinks Trust will be our main external focussed initiative, but I would 
remind all Liverymen of our internal support package which was 
launched last week. This will continue to be on offer for as long as it is 
needed!! There are people ready and willing to help you if you need it 
and we would welcome approaches. Thanks to everyone who is helping 

with this coordination. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with your ideas. 

Kenny MacKay  
Master 

YOUR LIVERY NEEDS YOU 
U 
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