
 

Surrounded by the great and good of City life, a 
pack of fellow legal beagles, a covey of Ealing 
tennis players, a bevy of distinguished guests and 
members of the Court and Livery, the Master and 
Elaine hosted a very successful Banquet in the 
Mansion House.   
 This occasion, the glittering highlight of the 
Livery year, was the 50th anniversary of the Com-
pany’s first Ladies’ banquet held at the Mansion 
House in October 1961.  On that occasion we 
were welcomed by the then Lord Mayor, Sir Ber-
nard Waley-Cohen, with the comment that we 
were, after 323 years, at last considered suffi-
ciently respectable to dine at Mansion House.  
 It was much appreciated that the Lord Mayor, 
Alderman Michael Bear, was able to attend our 
Golden Anniversary Banquet with the Lady 
Mayoress, both Sheriffs and the Sword-bearer, 
the  irst time in many years that so full a Mayoral 
team has been able to be with us.  
 It was equally pleasing to welcome the best 

turn out of Liverymen for many years, many of 
whom had taken the Livery during the Master’s 
year of office. 
 All enjoyed the Champagne and Spirits recep-
tion, a hearty meal with the finest of wines, a 
Loving Cup with the traditional Pipers, and the 
buglers blowing until their last gasp.   
 The Lord Mayor, a keen and indefatigable 
Liveryman, amusingly proposed the toast of the 
Company, and kindly presented the Master with a 
Spitalfields Market Porter’s badge—numbered 
669 to echo our Livery number— to assist our 
Master in his search for work after his year is up.  
Our Master, in the best of form, replied in his 
inimitable style, ahead of proposing a toast to our 
guests. The way was then clear for Lord McNally, 
an old University colleague of the Master’s and 
Minister of Justice in the Coalition Government to 
wind the evening up in Blackpudlian style with a  
knockabout speech which left everyone chuckling 
their way to the stirrup cup and home.  

 April Dinner 
Following the Court meeting in the afternoon, six 
candidates were admitted to the Freedom of the 
Company and the Livery was granted to Robert 
Russell and Simon Thomas.  
 The Bollinger Special Cuvée, Hidalgo Manzanilla 
and Grant’s Family Reserve Scotch Whisky were 
served at the drinks reception prior to dinner, 
which proved to be another culinary triumph for 
the team at Vintners’ Hall.  The star turn was the 
wonderful rack of new season Cornish lamb which 
was accompanied by the excellent 2002 Chateau 
Haut Rocher St Emilion Grand Cru which was ex-
ceptionally well balanced.  This had been preceded 
by a crisp New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc which 
managed to cope with a very tasty Haddock Risotto 
and was followed by a 2003 Monbazillac with a rich 
plum tart and vanilla ice cream. The treats contin-
ued with a 1995 Taylor’s Quinta de Vargellas and a 
1988 Tullibardine Single Malt as we settled down to 
enjoy the speeches. 
 We were not disappointed, Assistant Kenneth 
MacKay amused us with thoughts of the Last King 
of Scotland before turning his attention to the 
guests. The Masters of the several companies 
joined us as Company guests - the Innholders; the 
Coopers; the Tallow Chandlers and the Upholders - 
along with Professor Geoff Palmer OBE, the Visitor 
of the Incorporation of Maltmen. The Master’s 
guest speaker was Michael Fletcher, Senior Partner 
of the law firm Lee Bolton Monier-Williams, who 
replied on behalf of the guests.  We were soon 
reminded that the last time that a MacKay and a 
Fletcher appeared in public together was in fact in 
Slade Prison;  I guess we can be thankful that it was 
risotto that we had been served earlier and not 
porridge!  
 This excellent speech was then followed by the 
Master who was on top form, cautioning us that on 
this day in 1865 Abraham Lincoln was shot, whilst 
99 years ago the Titanic had struck its iceberg.  A 
bad day for the theatre and for sailors but he as-
sured us that the sunlit uplands beckoned and so 
we repaired to the stirrup cup safe in the 
knowledge that we had enjoyed an excellent even-
ing of good food, fine wine and great friendship.  

February Lunch 
“Gung hay Fat Choy” - so the Master greeted the 
Livery and guests at Vintners Hall on the occasion 
of the first function of 2011 on Thursday 3rd Feb-
ruary, a date we shared with Chinese New Year – 
the year of the rabbit.  This theme had been 
cleverly woven into Assistant Jonathan Driver’s 
introduction of the guests, but was not part of 
the excellent menu, which actually featured 
pheasant. 
 Amongst many important guests we wel-
comed the Grand Master of The Keepers of the 
Quaich, The Rt. Hon. Viscount Thurso; Mr Martin 
Scarth, Master of the Glass Sellers’ Company; 
and the Master of the Wax Chandlers’ Company, 
Mr Graham Marrs. 
 A highlight of three good speeches was the 
response by Zenna Atkins, a good friend of the 
Master.  She brought a breath—indeed a gale—
of fresh air to the gathering, as she charmingly, 
succinctly, and at great speed, whisked us 
through her full and varied life, from difficult 
schooldays, to the Chair of OFSTED. 

Among her many other du-
ties Zenna is on the Navy 
Board, so it was therefore 
appropriate that among our 
guests were Commander 
Jonathan Lett, and Lt. Com-
mander Duncan Humphrey, 
from our sponsored ship 
HMS Montrose, recently 
returned from a 9 month 
anti-piracy tour.   
The lunch was also the occa-
sion for the presentation of 
the Company’s Scholarship 

awards to Teddy Joseph for the  WSET Profes-
sional Certificate in Spirits; to Charlotte West for 
the WSET Diploma; and to Kaitlin Vandenbosch 
for the MSc/Post-Graduate Diploma in Brewing 
and Distilling at Herriot-Watt.. 
 Whilst this was going on, the Mistress, Elaine, 
was hosting the Distillers Ladies at a  lunch in an 
adjacent room, after which they joined the Court, 
Livery and guests for a stirrup cup, before de-
parting into the chill of the afternoon. 

 

Lunches, Dinners and Banquets 

Benevolent New Year Lunch  

Our Company was particularly well represented 
at the annual Benevolent New Year Lunch held 
in Vintners Hall in early January. Past and pre-
sent members of the trade gathered in Vintners 
Hall for a convivial time with old friends. 
 Our Master, David Sills, was a guest of hon-
our, and was pleased and proud to find himself 
surrounded by fellow Distillers who comprised 
over 30% of the guest list, with most looking 
splendidly elegant sporting their Company ties. 
Most, but not all, with one Past-Master stepping 
out of line by flamboyantly displaying his MCC 
tie, to mark that day’s Ashes win at Sydney. 
 Distillers attending were Messrs. Barrett, 
Cheesman, Eadie, Garrard, Grant, Harris, Hawes, 
Hayman, Keiller, King, Leschallas, Macey-Dare, 
Morton, Page, Pearson, Porter, Rishworth, 
Searle, Sills, Smith, Westray, and Mrs Cheng Loo, 
who may, it must be admitted, have been there 
in another capacity. No prizes for guessing which 
Past-Master sported his bacon and egg tie. 
But a good time was had by all 

June Court 
 The annual visit to Tallow Chandlers Hall saw 
the Court assembled in the old courtroom, 
where the Master in particular (seen above with 
the whole Court) felt very much at home. 
 Mr Richard Watling, having taken his oath of 
office was elected Assistant, was welcomed as a 
new Court member.  Miss Laura Jewell MW was 
granted the Freedom, and Mr William Patrick 
was granted the Livery of the Company. 

Company Lunch at Butchers’ Hall 
The second outing for this new event took place 
on September 7th, and increased its popularity 
with those out-of-town liverymen who are not 
keen on coming to evening events in the City for 
any number of reasons, late-night travel being 
one, and overnight accommodation another.    
 The lunch takes advantage of the regular 
weekly lunches held at Butchers’ Hall which are 
open to liverymen in general - without guests 
(unless they are themselves liverymen of other 
companies).  The Butchers kindly permit us to 
take a large table or two, and effectively we 
have a mini-Livery lunch – though no speeches 
or toasts.  Thirty of our livery turned up includ-
ing some faces not seen in southern parts for 
many years, and a good time was had by all.  
It will be repeated next September, but by then 
the added frisson caused by the possibility that 
the Master Butcher (this year HRH The Princess 
Royal) may make an appearance will have less 
impact.   
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