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Thursday June 22nd 2017 was a 
very sad day.

It was the day that many of us lost 
a dear and valued friend and the UK 
Wine & Spirit Trade lost one of its 
greatest characters.

I first met Timothy Farrell Stanley-
Clarke in the early 70s when he joined 
Christopher’s, having returned from 
Canada, working with the Canadian 
Liquor Board. His initiation into the 
London Wine trade had been in the 
wine department of Fortnum & Mason 
, the source of many amusing tales. 
He then added to his experience by 
spells at Hatch Mansfield, Dolamore, 
Percy Fox and Stoddart & Taylor, but it 
wasn’t until he joined John E Fells that 
he really found his true vocation: Port.

Over the years, Tim was a wonderful 
ambassador for Port, and indeed all 
Portuguese wines, and was very 
influential in the ongoing success of 
10YO Tawny. He really was the Pied 
Piper of Port.

Tim was always different and, over 
the years, developed a unique sense of 
humour which made him tremendously 

good company. He had a wicked sense 
of fun and many of the practical jokes 
he came up with were pure genius 
and totally original. Everyone who 
came on the Court Trip to Oporto, 
which he arranged in my Master's year 
of 2012, will appreciate not only his 
camaraderie but also his remarkable 
organisational skills – it was, as with 
all his Oporto visits, very memorable.

It was not for nothing that one of 
his nicknames was Tim Standing-
Joke. He had great wit and the gift 
of mimicry, but I often wondered 
how he got away with some of his 
more outrageous pranks. Possibly 
because he was so original and 
utterly genuine in his pursuit  
of laughter.

Tim was an Honorary Steward of the 
Distillers' Company and a Liveryman 
of the Vintners' Company. He leaves 
behind his lovely wife Dounie and 
his son Anthony.

As in life, Tim, you left us wanting 
more – you will be sorely missed.
Terry Barr
Past Master
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Tim Stanley-Clarke

The Worshipful Company of Distillers

Dounie and Tim Stanley-Clarke

Dr. Bill Lumsden

Once again this year, the 
Worshipful Company (in conjunction 
with The International Wine and 
Spirits Competition) hosted a 
spectacular tasting of award 
winning spirits at Vintners' Hall. 
Before the tasting, there were two 
Master Classes, one for whisky lead 
by Scotch Whisky luminary Dr. Bill 
Lumsden, and one for Gin lead by 
“The Godfather of Gin”, Charles 
Maxwell; both were sold out. 

On arrival for the main event, 
guests were invited to enjoy a drink 
at the bar using spirits which earlier 
had won the spirit mixer awards, 
before making their way to the main 
hall for the tasting itself. The tasting 
featured over 200 spirits from across 
the full spectrum of world producers. 
This year, for the first time, there 
were examples of Baijju from China 
sitting alongside an ever-increasing 
number of gins and rums, together 

The Annual Spirits Tasting breaks all records!
with amazing samples of whiskies. 

The Master made a short speech of 
welcome, followed by the director of 
the IWSC Alan Gibbons, who advised 
that, yet again, the number of entries 
into the competition had broken all 
records, and then asked the Master 
to present two of the Trophy winners, 
namely Spiritfabrikens “G” gin from 
Skanska Spiritfabriken and Gustav 
Dill Vodka from Lignell & Pilspanen 
of Finland. Both winners had flown 
in especially from Scandinavia for 
the night.

The annual Spirits Tasting is now 
firmly established in the City as 
one of the Company’s star events, 
attended by many Masters and 
Past Masters of fellow liveries. It 
was once again a sell out and our 
thanks go to all those who made it 
possible, especially at the IWSC and 
the Worshipful Company of Vintners. 
PM Charles Maxwell
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Geoffrey Bush, Helena Conibear, Chris Porter

A Canadian distiller was one of 27 
new Gin Guild members installed at 
the Guild Installation ceremony at 
the Guildhall in London, alongside 
representatives of brands made in 
Sweden, Scotland, Guernsey, the Isle 
of Wight, Cambridgeshire, Surrey 
and Birmingham. Membership has 
now grown to 226. This includes four 
new members installed at the Guild’s 
first non-UK installation ceremony 
this April, held in Washington DC 
following the Gin Summit organised 
by the American Distilling Institute.

The Ginposium, the annual Guild 
Gin seminar, in June attracted more 
than 150 industry delegates from the 
USA, Japan, Falkland Islands, Italy, 
Sweden, Finland, Spain, Belgium, 
Germany and from around the UK. 
The Lifetime Achievement award 
was awarded at Think Gin 2017 to 

Christopher Hayman, described as 
‘patriarch of England’s oldest gin 
distilling dynasty, who has been a 
hugely influential figure in helping 
the category grow’. A well deserved 
honour. The Guild knows him best 
as the first Guild Grand Rectifier and 
current Board Chairman. 

Special mention must also 
go to Chris Parker who was the  
real founder of the Gin Guild, and 
helped to drive it to its success 
today with over 200 members. He 
has decided to retire from the Board, 
where he made a considerable 
contribution.  At the Annual dinner 
at the Guildhall, he was presented 
with a special Guild gin cocktail 
stirrer and gin and tonic glasses 
by Christopher Hayman.

The Gin Guild is also sponsoring 
Associate Professor Matthew Purley 

winning the cup in 2013. This year, 
we came a respectable 4th as a team 
and our newest Liveryman recruit, 
Tommy Haughton, secured the 3rd 
prize with 37 points in the highest 
for the highest individual score. The 
highlight of the round was all of us 
driving the par 3, 14th, resulting in 
3 pars and a birdy. Our team this  
year comprised Paul and Robert 
Hobson, Tommy Haughton and Paul 
Varney (captain). 

To celebrate our new affiliation 
with 603 Squadron (The City of 
Edinburgh), a Distillers’ Scotland 
team captained by Liveryman Peter 
MacKay managed to prevail in the 
inaugural golf match. Held on a 
blustery but mostly sunny June 1st 
at Panmure (an Open Qualifier just 
along the coast from Carnoustie) 
the match pitched the young and 

very fit looking 603 Squadron against 
the Distillers' blend of young and 
mature. Captain Mackay selected the 
older pairing of Mackay Senior and 
Campbell Evans as the first match, 
which 603 paired against their higher 
handicap pair captained by Sqdn 
Leader Nobby Clark.

It was quite clear from the first 
hole that Nobby possessed a golf 
game that belied his double figure 
handicap, playing some excellent 
golf to keep the game tight. However, 
Campbell Evans turned up with his 
A game too (with a magnificent back 
nine) and the Distillers eventually 
won that match on the 16th. Before 
going out (and rather than hit practice 
shots) Peter MacKay and our guest 
Mark Thomson limbered up in the 
bar with a number of Kummels. After 
an excellent lunch, which proved the 

efficacy of the aforementioned spirit, 
they raced to a three-hole lead with 
three birdies in the opening three 
holes. Despite a major effort by Flt 
Lt Chris Loughlin, the 603 Training 
Officer, himself a low handicap golfer, 
603 never managed to recover from 
the opening Distillers' salvo, and 
that match also finished on the 16th.

The 603 Sqdn team were a great 
bunch of guys and excellent company. 
The match was played in the best of 
spirits and both teams look forward 
to the return match next year. Thank 
you to Peter and Chris Loughlin for 
organising it. 

The picture shows the teams in the 
Panmure clubhouse after the match, 
with the new shield presented by 
Jerry Riley, the 603 Sqdn C.O.
PM Keith Garrard
Golf Society President

Gin Guild growth

Golf Report

The Master and Mike Walpole

Mike Walpole has been the recent 
star performer, leading the informal 
golfers home at Honiton and going 
on to win The Budge Brooks Shield 
for the first time. The season has 
seen us beating the Vintners and 
losing, again, to the Brewers, with 
much fun along the way.

We are looking forward to visiting 
Yeovilton again in September, not 
only to golf once more against 825 
Naval Air Squadron, but also to 
join all ranks for a Cognac/brandy 
tasting, which will be tutored by Ian 
Harris, a curry supper, a night in the 
Wardroom, and a morning tour of 
their helicopter base. 

The Ray Jeff’s Cup has established 
itself as a very enjoyable and sociable 
competition for Livery Companies 
as well as a successful charity event 
and, in its first 17 years, over £58,000 
has been raised for The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award, London, helping 
40 schools in the Greater London 
Area to set up or fund their schemes. 
The Funds raised at the 2016 event 
meant that a cheque was sent to D 
of E London for £3,600, which helped 
3 disadvantaged London schools 
start a D of E programme for their 
pupils this year. The golf is played at 
Hartley Wintney Golf Club, usually 
in glorious sunshine. However, this 
year we had an overcast day, with 
only a glimpse of sun and torrential 
rain (fortunately only for one hole).

The competition is open to all 
Livery Companies and, this year, 
there were 16 teams competing. We 
have entered for the last seven years, 

Chris Parker and Christopher Hayman

at Heriot-Watt, to complete his Ph.D. 
working on gin botanicals and their 
inter-relationship with each other. 
He will receive £10,000 over three 
years supported by a scholarship 
from the Distillers’ Charity. Matthew 

was a student at Heriot-Watt, worked 
at Thames Distillers with Charles 
Maxwell and Bombay before 
returning to the University.
Nicholas Cook 
Director General - The Gin Guild

Distillers vs 603 Squadron
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Doggetts Coat & Badge Race
The Sun god is without question 

in the ascendancy this year, as we 
weaved this fun day out on the 
Thames through the complex of 
rainy fronts and found a day’s worth 
of glorious sunny weather.

Cannily deciding to lead rather 
than follow the scullers in order 
to have a chance of seeing their 
tiny craft, we moored at Battersea 
amongst a jolly group of observers’ 
ships from fellow liveries. The grand 
fleet passed by to the finish line with 

serious umpires keeping order and 
former winners of this, the oldest 
rowing race in the world, parading 
in their beautiful scarlet robes and 
badges. Four and half miles in half 
an hour is pretty strong sculling, 
but they showed little signs of 
stress, apart from the back marker  
being pressed by the following 
fleet; he was heartily applauded for  
his endeavours.

As we slipped our mooring, lunch 
was served and, as the decibels rose, 

we were once again reminded of what 
friendly people the liverymen and 
their consorts are.  Our initial fears 
that the trip might be a little long 
were quickly displaced by worries 
about whether we would disembark 
in time, such was the banter and chat 
on the top deck as friendships were 
made or renewed. Fortunately, our 
honorary Chaplain was with us and, 
as has become a feature of this year, 
produced another stunning grace, 
having been given just 5 minutes by 

the Master to prepare.
 My thanks to the Mistress  

for supporting what we initially 
thought was a barmy idea and to 
Liveryman Julia Thorold for doing  
all the hard work of administration 
and photography! Just what we 
needed before leaving for the 
summer recess!  Have good holidays 
all and we look forward to seeing 
you in September, perhaps at the 
Scottish Rally.
The Master and Mistress

On September 11th 12th and 
13th members of the Car Club  
take to the road to drive the 
Highlands of Scotland, where 
they will savour the breath-taking 
scenery and visit Scotland’s new 
malt distilleries. The tour in aid of 
the Distillers’Charity will culminate 

with the annual Scottish dinner 
which is being held on Thursday 
14th September in the Signet 
Library, Edinburgh.
Peter MacKay 
Tour Coordinator
call him on  07884 020227 if  
you are interested

The RAF Regiment, of which 
603 Squadron forms part, recently 
attended the Royal International Air 
Tattoo, the largest military air show in 
the world - with over 50 air forces on 
show at Fairford in Gloucestershire 
- as part of its 75th Anniversary 
celebrations. Their exhibition 
inside the RAF village showed off 
their work in tackling chemical and 
biological attacks, using advanced 
protection equipment. They also had 

their gunnery instructors showing 
off some impressive armaments. 
Their collection of early armoured 
cars features a completely unique 
and still running 1927 Rolls Royce 
model used in the Iraq campaign. 
Attending the show were the Master, 
with Air Marshal Sir David Walker 
who, with HM The Queen, is Joint 
Honorary Commodore of the City 
of Edinburgh Squadron.
The Master

You take the high road  
I will take the low road

603 Squadron

Doggetts race officials

The Master, Flying Officer James Romp, Sir David and Lady Walker 
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On July 7th 2017, HMS MONTROSE 
sailed from Devonport, Plymouth 
for the first time since she entered 
an extended refit period in 2014, 
under the Command of her new 
captain, Commander Conor O’Neill 
RN.  The refit saw a vast amount 
of work conducted on the ship, 
including deep maintenance to 
maintain her material state and 
upgrades to key systems to keep 
her at the cutting edge of military 
technology.  Foremost among the 
upgrades was the installation of the 
Sea Ceptor surface to air missile 
system, replacing the venerable Sea 

Wolf missile, which first saw service 
in the Falklands conflict in 1982. Cdr 
O’Neill commented that “it has been 
a very proud moment for everyone 
on-board taking MONTROSE back to 
sea – and we look forward to seeing 
more Distillers on-board and at sea 
in the near future.”  She re-joins 
the Fleet formally in November.  
The rededication ceremony will 
take place on 23rd November at  
Her Majesty’s Naval Base Devonport, 
where Liverymen Steve Wilson  
and Nick Carr will represent the 
Distillers’ Company. 
Steve Wilson

HMS Montrose sets sail again

Cdr Conor O'Neill

Dr. Dawn Maskell

Ian Harris

Dr. Dawn Maskell has been 
appointed as the new Head of the 
International Centre for Brewing 
and Distilling (ICBD). Dawn, 
who graduated from Heriot-Watt 
with a BSc Hons in Brewing and 
Distilling in 1998, will manage the 
ICDB and its partnership with the 
Institute for Biological Chemistry, 
Biophysics and Bioengineering 
within the School of Engineering 
and Physical Sciences. Dawn has 
been at Heriot-Watt University since 
2011, focusing much of her current 
work on by-product valorisation and 
sustainability within brewing and 
distilling. Dawn’s PhD was carried 
out at Oxford-Brookes University 
in ageing and stress tolerance of 
Saccharomyces species, under the 
supervision of Katherine Smart. She 
sits on the Board of Examiners for 
the Institute of Brewing and Distilling 
Diploma in Brewing and is also on 

New appointment at  
Heriot-Watt University

I finished the London-Surrey 100 
yesterday in 7 hours 17 minutes – 
and that included a 25 minute stop 
for a bacon sandwich and a cup of 
tea after 60 miles(!) - so I just beat 
my target of 7 hours in the saddle! 
Thank you for your kind donations 
which have amounted to over £4500 
towards The Benevolent - the Drinks 
Trade Charity – the funds raised will 
go towards providing practical, 
emotional and financial help for 
people who are working in, or who 
have worked in, any area of the UK 
drinks industry. I am very grateful 
for your support in helping me to 

help people who are less fortunate 
than we are.

David Cox, Chief Executive of The 
Benevolent, said “Ian is a long-time 
and immensely dedicated supporter 
of our charity and this London – 
Surrey 100 mile ride was yet another 
example of what he is prepared to 
do in order to help his colleagues in 
the drinks industry, whose lives are 
less fortunate.  He is an inspiration 
to us all and my thanks go out to 
him and all his generous sponsors 
for the fantastic sum of money that 
has been raised.”
Editor

the organising committee for the 
2017 Worldwide Distilled Spirits 
Conference. Dawn brings more 
than 12 years of experience of 
commercial and research brewing 
to the ICBD, and will be a major 
asset to the university as they seek 
to grow and develop the ICBD’s 
world-renowned and respected 
activities in teaching, research and  
industrial collaboration. 
PM Christopher Hayman

Seven hours in the saddle  
by Ian Harris 

After a civil ceremony in Totnes, 
Devon on July 30th, Liveryman James 
Parkin and his partner Alasdair Wilson 
celebrated their marriage with 200 
friends and family at Britannia Royal 
Naval College, Dartmouth with a Festal 
Evensong in the chapel, a reception 
on the Quarterdeck, and dinner in 
the Gunroom. Alasdair, who is from 
Hamilton, South Lanarkshire, is a 
restaurant manager in Portsmouth 
where they now live. Congratulations 
to them both in the hope that they can 
continue to support Livery events – 
as long as there are no crises around 
the globe! 

During his speech, James (who has 
only been a Captain for two years) 
revealed to the delight of all that he 
was being promoted to the one star 
rank of Commodore next Spring, 
and reappointed from the Ministry 
of Defence to become Commander of 
the UK Amphibious Task Group - a high 

Captain James Parkin  
ties the knot

readiness force of ships, submarines 
and Royal Marines designed to respond 
to any rapidly unfolding world crisis. 

The photo shows the couple, 
with me, standing in the spot  
where I received my first naval pay 
packet of £12 in cash as a cadet in 
1964! Good memories!
PM David Raines

Alasdair Wilson, David Raines, Capt. James Parkin
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DIARY OF DATES

2017

Thursday, 14 September 
Court meeting  
and Scottish Dinner

Friday, 29 September 
Common Hall: Election  
of Lord Mayor

Thursday, 12 October 
Mansion House Banquet 

Thursday, 23 November 
Installation Court meeting 
and Livery dinner,  
Vintners’ Hall 

Tuesday, 12 December 
Carol Service,  
St Lawrence Jewry

Our new website 

Many of you will remember 
the Distillers’ Auction in October 
2013, which raised over £250,000 
for our chosen charities.   Four 
years on, the global market and 
interest for high value whisky 
has grown significantly and our 
Livery is uniquely placed to host 
another spectacular auction 
of some of the rarest and most 
collectable whiskies in the World.   
The second Distillers’ Auction 
will take place at Mercers’ Hall on 
Tuesday 10th April 2018.

Our vision for the Auction is to 
generate substantial charitable 
funds to make a difference to the 
lives of young people and support 
others in need. The event will 
provide a platform to step-change 
our philanthropy, ensuring that 
both our endowment and annual 
charitable support increase; it 
will also be an opportunity for 
our Livery to showcase the City of 
London and our role at the heart 
of City life.   

Plans are already underway, 
but support is needed to make 
this a truly special event.  Our 

main focus is to secure a number 
of significant lots before formally 
launching the Auction at our 
Mansion House Banquet.   In 
order to meet our ambition, we 
are looking for 12 to 15 main lots 
capable of generating £15,000 
to £20,000 per lot, which we 
would envisage being donated 
by producer companies rather 
than by individuals.   We would 
hope that the remaining 30 or 
so lots would be donated by 
individual liverymen and, if 
possible, we would like these lots 
to have a unique and interesting 
provenance attached to them, 
in terms of how those donating 
liverymen came to own them.

A small team of Liverymen  
is working on the Auction and 
would be delighted to hear 
directly from you with offers 
of support and, in particular, 
thoughts that you may have on 
lots that you or your company 
would consider donating.
James Higgins
Liveryman
jameswhiggins@btinternet.com    

Phelan Hill MBE
 Phelan Hill is a British rowing 
coxswain. He competed in the Men’s 
eight event at the 2012 Summer 
Olympics, winning a bronze medal. 
In 2016, he competed in the Men’s 
eight event at the Summer Olympics, 
winning the gold medal. The Master, 
PM David Raines and PM Christopher 

Hayman met with Phelan recently at 
a special celebration dinner of the 
Leander Club at Guildhall. The Court 
has agreed for him to become an 
Honorary Liveryman to celebrate his 
gold medal and it is hoped that he 
will be admitted in November.
 Editor

The newly designed website was 
launched on February 4th and, over 
the last few months, has averaged 
around 4000 visitors per month, with 
70 liverymen having registered with 
successful logins. The site is an evolving 
and continuous improvement project, as 
we gain more experience. Most visits are 
to the daily news feed from Just Drinks, 
the Drinks Report, and the Master's Blog. 
The home page carries all the latest 
attractions and activities from Golf to 
the Car Club. A photo gallery supports 
the major activities, and the news and 
events calendar carries dates of both our 
livery events and other livery company 
and City of London events likely to be of 
interest. A development phase to provide 
an integrated database supporting the 
website is underway, including a booking 
and online payments system, a new 

The Distillers’ Auction 2018 Other Stories

WSET breaks all records

membership communications process 
and a more flexible membership records 
system, all of which are in the pipeline. 
We hope to have these in place before the 
end of the current Master's year. Around 
75% of liverymen have yet to sign up on 

the site. Please do, and we would love  
to get feedback on what else we can 
post, together with comments on how 
the content can be improved generally.
Chris Searle
Website Project Manager

Not all events have been covered 
in this newsletter. Extended articles 
will be included in the next Distillate 
but if you wish to read about the 

Court trip to Holland, the visit to 
Schiedam and the Copper Rivet 
Distillery please go to our website 
at www.distillers.org.uk

I am delighted to share the 
results of yet another record 
breaking academic year for the 
WSET. We are immensely proud 
of our year numbers which have 
resulted in a 19% increase against 
last year, representing a massive 
85,487 candidates enrolling in our 
courses across the world in the 
last 12 months.

These outstanding results are 

testament to the hard work of 
each and every one of the WSET 
team, and of particular note 
is the growth in the number of 
students who took the WSET Level 
2 Award in Spirits (formerly the 
Professional Certificate). Nearly 
2,000 completed. Well done 
everyone.
Ian Harris
WSET CEO

Phelan Hill


