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Introduction
Thank you to everyone
for helping to make 2016 a
strong year for the Distillers’
Charity. As a result of your
increased support, the
Distillers’ Charity was able
to be even more generous in its grants
to needy causes this year, representing
an uplift of £8,000 on the previous year.

Accordingly, we have been able to
make a much greater impact on our
beneficiary charities.
The next milestone we have set ourselves
is to increase our annual fundraising
to over £50,000 by 2020 and, at the
same time, to raise the total value
of our Endowment Fund to more
than £1,000,000. You can play a vital

The Alcohol Education Trust
AET Founder and
Director Helena
Conibear visited the
Court in February
and gave an insightful
presentation on the work that we help
support, commenting as follows…
“This year you have supported the
Alcohol Education Trust with a wonderful
project – helping to ensure that some
of the most vulnerable children across
England learn how to stay safe around
alcohol. National research shows
that one in five children have some
level of special educational needs
across Britain, and that children who
have learning difficulties are three times
more likely to be abused, tragically with
alcohol often being used as part of the
grooming process.
With careful input from special
educational needs specialists, the
AET completed a complex set of resources for children of mixed abilities.
The programme is based around
understanding consent and how alcohol
can affect decision making, increase
vulnerability to others and susceptibility
to other risk taking. It is also adapted to

be used in a variety of settings, such as
small groups or on a one-to-one basis.
The Distillers’ Charity’s grant has given
us the ability to open doors in hard-toreach areas across Britain that need us
most. It has also helped us to negotiate
matched funding from local authorities,
youth aspiration and safer community
funds, ensuring that practical, engaging
resources on alcohol education are used
in more schools and settings across
the UK.”
www.alcoholeducationtrust.org
or www.talkaboutalcohol.com

2016 Highlights

£44,000
OUR ENDOWMENT
Geoffrey Bush, Helena Conibear and Chris Porter

A: Alcohol

related education
£15,000 (47%)

B

The Charity Committee meets three
times a year to review donations for the
coming year, to include recommending
beneficiary charities and the size of the
respective distributions. The committee’s
recommendations are aimed at continuing
the Distillers’ Charity policy of targeting
support in a number of needy areas, all
of which are highlighted in this edition
of Spirited.

TOTAL REACHED

B: T
 rade scholarships
£9,750 (31%)
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Our Annual
Donations

FUNDRAISING

2016 Charitable donations
A

role in helping us to achieve these
ambitious goals by including the
Distillers’ Charity in your philanthropic
plans to give back.
My thanks to all of you for helping
to put charity at the very heart of
our Livery’s work.
Grant Gordon
Chairman, Distillers’ Charity Committee

C: Master’s & City charities
£6,900 (22%)

TRUST GREW TO

£813,000
WE SUPPORTED 12

BENEFICIARY CHARITIES,

DONATING A TOTAL OF

£31,650

SPIRITED 2017

WCD_Spirited17_v2.indd 1

27/06/2017 09:42

The Worshipful Company of Distillers

The Benevolent
The Benevolent
is the trade
charity for
people who are working in, or who
have worked in, the UK drinks industry.
The Distillers’ Charity supports The
Benevolent by way of our corporate
patronage. In the past few years, The
Benevolent has expanded the spectrum
and breadth of support provided to
colleagues in the UK drinks industry who
are in need. The focus of the strategy is to
provide more emotional support and to
make this a cornerstone of the charitable
operations of The Benevolent. A tangible
example is Mike’s story.

“Mike has always been driven by a
passion for the spirits sector, which led
him to embark upon his chosen career
in bartending. He was fully enjoying his
role as a bar manager at one of the most
popular cocktail bars in London, when
the proprietor decided to dismiss him.
Not only was the dismissal unfair and
with immediate effect, but Mike was also
denied any lump sum for all his unused
leave. Mike experienced the emotional
distress of being dismissed unfairly and
illegally, and also found himself under
huge financial strain as the job was his
only source of income. Incredibly stressed
and genuinely scared, Mike started to feel

Trade Education and Training
The Distillers’ Charity supports
the training of people in the trade through
relationships with three highly acclaimed
educational bodies – helping talented
individuals progress towards achieving
excellence in their field.

Institute of Brewing & Distilling: The
IBD is the world’s leading professional
body for people working in brewing
and distilling. Once again, the Distillers’
Charity’s gave awards for the best student
in a number of courses.

WSET – The Wine & Spirit Education
Trust: Provides globally recognised
education and qualifications in wines
and spirits for professionals and
enthusiasts alike. The Distiller’s Charity
is a longstanding supporter and corporate
patron of the WSET.
ICBD at Heriot-Watt University: The
International Centre for Brewing and
Distilling (ICBD) is a unique teaching
and research facility. The centre is based
on a partnership between industry and
academics and the Distiller’s Charity
has been a long-standing benefactor of
the Centre.

lost and depressed, not knowing where
to turn.
Mike was referred to the Benevolent
by a friend, who was also a Benevolent
Ambassador, and the trade charity
immediately intervened. The organisation
funded the fees of Mike’s solicitor in
order to take the case to an Employment
Tribunal and also provided him with an
extra emergency grant to help him back
on his feet during this stressful time. The
charity has been by his side constantly
throughout this journey. Mike realised
that he’s not alone – he is aware that The
Benevolent is there to lend a helping hand
if he faces any future hardships.

The Master’s Charity –
London Music Masters

Music became an important part of my
life from an early age and I was fortunate to
receive top quality tuition. London Music
Masters is a charity that I have supported
in the past which believes that everyone
should have access to music. They have
opened up life changing opportunities for
young people, finding talent in some of
our most diverse communities, working
with inner-city London primary schools
to provide musical instruments, weekly
music tuition, creative workshops, events
and performances.
www.londonmusicmasters.org
Richard Watling
Master

Jana MacRobert, William Lay, Salvatore Damiano, David Wilson

The Master’s Cask
200 bottles of this very rare, unique
and highly collectable Malt whisky are
available to all Liverymen and its very
special provenance has made it in great
demand. To date we have sold 113 bottles,
resulting in £5,173 going to the Livery
Charity fund.
We know that you will all have enjoyed
reading about the impact that your Livery
is delivering to such a wide and diverse
pool of beneficiaries. The Distillers’
Charity has an on-going commitment
to the City and to City Corporation life,
which remains an integral part of our
strategy and will remain at the heart of
our activities.
Sincere thanks to everyone who has
helped us achieve these goals so far. With
even greater support, we can build on this
in the months and years ahead.

XXXXXX

New Distillers’
Legacy Club

The Master’s Cask, Caol Ila 18 Years Old

We are pleased to report that the
Court has approved the creation of the
Distillers’ Legacy Club to be chaired by
Past Master David Raines. The purpose
of the Club is to encourage and recognise
those Liverymen and Freemen who wish
to support the Distillers’ Charity in their
wills. Any Liveryman wishing to know
more before the launch should contact
Past Master David Raines.
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