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New Communications Chairman
The Livery’s Communication
Committee has delivered against
an extraordinary agenda in the
last few years, both internally and
externally. You only have to look
at the Distillate, the newsletters,
the Auction material, the website
and even the survey from last year
to see the step-change that’s been
achieved in our communications.
So I am rather daunted by the
challenge of taking on the role of
succeeding Martin Riley, Upper
Warden, as Chairman of such
an industrious, creative and
committed team. I am certain my
old friends on the committee will
not allow this momentum to falter
with this change.
For those who don’t know me,
I started my career at Mappin &
Webb in the 1980s before a lengthy
sojourn at United Distillers starting
in the late ‘80s, then Diageo as Malt
Whisky Director before travelling
the world selling expensive bottles
of Johnnie Walker. After a few years
with Whyte & Mackay, I have now
joined William Grant & Sons to set

up a Private Client business for
them. It’s purely coincidental that
three out of the four companies
I have worked for are Corporate
Affiliates to the Livery.
The feedback from last year’s
comprehensive Membership
Survey gave a clear indication of
what you’re looking for from the
Livery but also how you want to
contribute. The broader role of
the Communication Committee
is to facilitate both of these. Our
conventional publications, the
Distillate and the newsletters help
bind the Livery together, but our
participation in a broader range of
informal gatherings, a considered
look at mentoring and our own
digital media participation will also
be vitally important, going forward.
The findings from the survey
have also informed an extensive
management review led by
Immediate Past Master, Richard
Watling. The Court has considered
a recommendation from the review
and a new management structure
has, in principle, been approved

Renter Warden, Jonathan Driver

Website
The website development
project is nearing completion and
is GDPR compliant!
Each liver yman who has
registered an email address with
the Clerk’s office can now log
into the site. To date, less than
50% have registered, so please do
register with the Clerk’s office. To
log in, go to the special members
login area in the top right hand
corner of the home page www.
distillers.org.uk (please note only
registered Liverymen and not
Freeman can have access) click
the button “member login” and
enter your username, which is
your last name underscore first
name, which will then generate a
password. Once you have logged
in, you will be able to change your

password to something more
memorable and also edit all your
personal information e.g. email and
home addresses, mobile numbers
and profile preferences. An online
booking facility is now available to
book and pay for selected events,
as advised to you by the Clerk’s
office. The home page banner now
carries promotional photos for key
livery events with a “book now”
button taking you through to the
payment portal. Be assured that
your credit card payment details
are very secure and the Livery will
not hold this information on file.
We are keen to get feedback on
what members think of the site and
how it can be improved and we are
following up on the comments we
received during the recent survey.
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with work continuing on defining
specific roles and responsibilities.
Paul Finch, Chris Searle, Alex
Parker and Damian Riley-Smith
(with his remarkable team at
Paragraph Publishing) remain
the cornerstone of the Livery’s
communication activity. However,
I think that it is the right time now
to ask more of the Livery as a whole
if we are to create the Livery we
now want.
I have seen enormous change
in the Livery since I joined back
in 1999. The camaraderie, fun and
sociability remain, but now there is
greater understanding of the unique
knowledge, skill and industry
memory possessed by the Livery.
Building our skill at knowledgemanagement will be a key initiative
in the coming years and one in
which each and every one of us can
participate. I am looking forward to
being the recipient of your ideas,
suggestions, and commitment to
help make this happen.
Renter Warden Jonathan Driver
Communications Chairman
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Raising a glass to
David Hughes

Biggest
Spirits
Tasting ever
in London
On July 24th, the Worshipful
Company of Distillers and the
IWSC will host the 11th annual
Spirits Results & Tasting at
Vintners' Hall. Following this
year’s results, over 200 of the
IWSC top award winners will be
showcased at Vintners’ Hall for 200
guests, making it the biggest spirit
tasting ever held in London.

Spirited – that’s what the final
celebrations were for the 80th
birthday of Stellenbosch–based
wine and distilling legend David
Hughes. On Friday June 8th 100
guests gathered at Neethlingshof to
raise a glass, share anecdotes and
a few memories of the famous wine
guru who carried South Africa’s
torch internationally for so many
years. David received a very special
bottle of 18-years-old Master's Cask
single malt from Caol lla, with best
wishes from the Master. Bryan

David Hughes and Aubrey Ngcungama

Burrough said, “There can be no
doubt about the huge impact you
have had not only on the South
African spirits industry, but also
in the global drinks arena. You
have also inspired many young
winemakers and distillers. Your
ability is much admired and we are
honoured to count you amongst
our number.David is not only a
distiller, he is a wine maker, wine
auctioneer, international wine &
spirit judge and founder of the Cape
Wine Academy.”

Gin Guild boosting
gin appreciation

Christopher Parker retires
from the Industry Committee

The Gin Guild has proposed a
gin flavour guidance tool to boost
gin appreciation. It is designed
to allow consumers, retailers,
bartenders, the media and others
to benefit from access, across a
wide range of gins, to a standard
flavour summary of each of
those gin brands. The guidance
will be prepared by the brands
themselves using a fixed and
consistent framework designed

Honorary Assistant Christopher
Parker, who recently retired
from the Industry Committee,
was the guest of honour at a dinner
held at the Brigade restaurant
on May 17th. Lorne Mackillop,
Chairman of the committee,
commented, “Christopher
served from the early days of the
committee, and was Chairman
after PM Christopher Hayman.
His invaluable service over many
years has made the committee
what it is today. He has never
been backward in coming
forward and we shall miss his
great input. We wish him well
in his retirement.” The Brigade
is a social enterprise providing
training in the sphere of

by the Guild, alongside their
own branding descriptions, to
inform, educate and guide those
seeking to explore the category.
This results from the significant
growth in the number of
distilleries producing gins, which
means that there is now a growing
and often confusing number of
gin styles and tastes to navigate.
The approach is a combination of
a simple graphic and text.

Honourary Assistant, Christopher Parker

News from North Britain

Stephen Gould – Golden
Stills from around the world

Lorne Mackillop and Stephen Gould

restaurants and catering for the
homeless of London to give them
a new career, and thus very much
in the Livery’s spirit of Charity.

The Scottish Committee would
like to announce that the annual
Scottish Dinner will take place
at the historic Signet Library in
Edinburgh on Thursday 13th
September 2018. Details will be
available from the Clerk's office in
due course. The following day, we
shall hold our annual golf day at
the Royal Burgess Golf Society’s
Barnton golf course. Some golfers
from the 603 Squadron, our RAF
Livery affiliate, shall join us. Details
to follow next week.
The Scottish Committee is
delighted that two of its members,

After a career in the motor
industry and the US Marine
Corps, new liveryman Stephen
Gould is expanding his distillery
venture in Golden, Colorado,
just outside Denver. He has more
than a dozen antique stills from
around the world, many still in
their shipping crates. He makes
a variety of sprits types and
liqueurs, all of which are available
at his “Golden Moon” speakeasy
in the centre of Golden. We all
wish him every success.

2

Michael Urquhart and Ken
Robertson, will be made Honorary
Stewards at the September
Court meeting, thereby recognising
their respective contributions to
Livery affairs in Scotland (Michael
for his role as Hon Sec of the
Committee and the seemingly
relentless flow of new Liveryman
(seven to date and more to
follow..!) from his old company
in Elgin; and Ken for establishing
a close working relationship
with our affiliate 603 Squadron
in Edinburgh and the RAF’s
Centenary year celebrations).
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Victor Perez, Tristian Van Strien, Lizzie Rudd, Colin Gordon, Trevor Stirling

Best City Debate so far!
The seventh annual Distillers'
debate held at the Bank of
America Merrill Lynch was a
close encounter with strong
and persuasive arguments from
all four speakers. The motion,
“This house believes that
family companies think about
the long term, publicly owned
companies focus on the now” was
supported by a strong entry vote
in favour. New Liveryman Lizzy
Rudd, Chairman of Berry Bros.
& Rudd, Britain's oldest wine

and spirit merchant, outlined
her family's involvement with
that company (which dates
back to 1920) and the passion
and care that has been nurtured
and developed through the
generations, resulting in the
renowned wine and spirits
business it is today. Brand
building, wine wholesaling
and retailing are all essential
ingredients of success, along with
a determination to do the right
thing and take strategic decisions

for the medium and long term.
In contrast, Colin Gordon,
formerly the IDV Strategy and
Business Development Director,
presented a strong case that public
companies are more successful
in building businesses through
a combination of new product
development and acquisitions,
which have included many family
companies. Tristian Van Strien, an
analyst with over twenty years of
beverage experience helped to
balance the arguments.

Christopher Hayman
In March of this year, the Hayman
family launched its new London
distillery: ‘The Home of English
Gin’. Housed within a period brick
warehouse in Balham, South West
London, the new distillery has more
than tripled the capacity for the
brand and marks a continuation of
the Hayman family’s longstanding
commitment to championing the
True English Gin style in London.
In addition to meeting the growing
demand for Hayman’s Gin, the
new distillery offers both trade
and consumers the opportunity
to explore the process and recipes
behind the family’s range. Styled
on a traditional London ‘Gin
House’, the distillery contains an
elegant lounge area, a mezzanine
bar overlooking the brand’s three
copper pot stills Marjorie, Karin
and Miranda, a laboratory area for
botanical exploration and a tasting
table. Regular tours now take place
throughout the week.
Christopher Hayman comments,
"It has been a longstanding
ambition for James, Miranda and
myself to bring the family distillery

After excellent and challenging
questions from the floor, the
Chairman, Trevor Stirling,
announced that the exit vote was
still strongly in favour of the motion
and so Lizzy Rudd and Victor
Perez were the winners. That
said, the persuasive pitch from
Colin Gordon had been sufficient
to move some voters over to
his argument. In traditional
manner, discussions continued
over drinks as a successful
evening concluded.

April Dinner

Chris Porter, Mike Campbell, Adam Wallis, Keith Gerrard, Graham Franklin

The setting of this year’s April
dinner was the magnificent
Vintners' Hall. As London roasted
outside in a blistering 27C, making
this the hottest April 19th on
record, 140 members of the Livery
and their guests gathered to enjoy
some of the best hospitality the
Vintners' Hall team has to offer.
Some excellent French wines
accompanied a spring-inspired
menu, featuring lamb and a pudding
of Rhubarb and Elderflower.
The dinner was preceded by
a court meeting during which
Robert Anderson, Jamie Norman,
Stuart Urquhart, William Lowe,
Paul Matthew, Elizabeth Rudd

Miranda Hayman, James
Hayman, Christopher Hayman

back to London – where our story
first started over 150 years ago.
We still distill gin the way we
always have – bringing together
the 19th Century recipes handed
down through five generations
of our family with a true English
two-day distillation process. Our
new site provides a wonderful
space from which we can share
our story, educate, entertain and
of course sample our range of True
English Gins."
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and Raymond Davidson were all
admitted to the Livery.
Justin Hicklin introduced the
Master’s principal guest and
friend, Mr. Kenneth Greig. In his
concluding speech, the Master
highlighted the phenomenal
success of this year’s Charity
Whisky Auction, which raised over
£200,000. The Master thanked all
those who had made the evening
such a success, before inviting
the assembled company to enjoy
a stirrup-cup upstairs in the
Drawing Room.
Simon Hales
Liveryman – A fuller version will be
published in the next Distillate.
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Golf

Terry Barr

The season has been slow to
get under way, and readers are
reminded that detailed reports of
matches and knock-out results are
available on the website. These
will also be circulated directly to
those members on golf secretary
Graham Franklin’s email list. We
now have a flag, courtesy of the
late Don Gregory's legacy, which
has already graced two of our
matches. Terry Barr raised it for
the first time ahead of our match
against the Vintners, which we
went on to win 3-2. Its second
outing saw the flag unfurled again
at Churston GC, where we lost
our annual match 2-4. Observant
readers will also note that we have
now added caps to our sweaters
and polo shirts, so we certainly
look the part even when results
do not go our way; they clearly
suit some more than others! We
are looking forward to our Budge
Brooks Trophy Annual Golf Day,
our matches against the Brewers
and Coopers, The Ray Jeffs inter
Livery Cup, our Scottish Golf
Day in Edinburgh on Friday 14th
September and the Icicle Guest
Golf on Tuesday 27th November
(which, this year, is being held at
Beaconsfield GC for the first time),
so certainly golf for all, with all
welcome.
Keith Garrard
President of the Golf Society

New Liverymen’s Evening
The New Liverymen's Evening
at the Carlton Club was most
enjoyable, with the format of
round tables and no fixed seating
plans allowing for a very relaxed
atmosphere. Commander Simon
Collins gave an excellent talk
and summary of our military
affiliations, highlighting the
enjoyment that is gained from both
sides and urging us to visit and
keep up those connections. He
covered 603 Squadron RAF, HMS
Montrose, 825 NAS Squadron and
the London Scottish Regiment.
The Master urged anyone who
would like to help with the London
Scottish liaison to contact him or
the Assistant Clerk, Kim Lyons.
The charity On Side Youth Zones,
the recipient of £50,000 from our
whisky auction, was represented
by Jamie Masraff, who gave an
inspiring talk on the considerable
amount of work they have already
achieved and the inspiring targets

they have for young people aged
8-19 from the most disadvantaged
communities. In summary: 38,000
young lives are enhanced every
year by over 500,000 visits per
year; and more than £100 million
has been raised so far for the
benefit of young people. Please do
visit their website to learn more at
www.onsideyouthzones.org.

Jamie Masraff, the Master, Simon Collins

Distillers Car Club

E-Type Jaguars

We were delighted to spend
a day with Jaguar, touring the
manufacturing plant of the F type
sports car and visiting the new
Classic Centre. Whilst staying near
the Balti heaven of Birmingham,
we started proceedings with

an exceedingly good curr y
dinner. Morning arrived without
incident. The day began with a
comprehensive look at the newly
built body and assembly plant
– admiring the combination
of slow time handwork and
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extraordinarily dexterous robots.
This is one of those rare plants
where you see sheet metal
arriving and fully built cars leaving
– impressive and absorbing. Two
beautiful E-Types heralded the
Distillers' arrival at the vast new
Classic Centre, which houses the
workshops, heritage vehicles
and sales area. This is a huge
investment in the brand and the
idea, supported personally by the
TATA family; the business sense is
clear when you hear of the project
to make 25 “new” D-Type racing
models missing from the original
register and nine of the ultra rare
XKSS road car version which were
lost in the 1957 fire – at a cool
£1 million each – and they sold
out in days. There was such an
outcry at the ending of the Land
Rover Defender that it is now
being reborn from donor vehicles.
The rumour is that it will be back
in production again in modern
format before long. Meanwhile,
there are 400 vehicles in store
awaiting exercise or restoration!
Richard Watling – A fuller
report will be published in the
next Distillate.
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London Scottish –
Motto “Strike Sure”
The London Scottish Regiment,
to which we are affiliated (and
which is made up entirely of
volunteers and forms part of
the London Regiment), held a
summer drinks party at their HQ
in Horseferry Road, Westminster
on June 6th. It was hosted
by Brigadier Alastair Bruce
of Crionaich, Colonel of the
Regiment. The Regiment boasts
one of the oldest military pipe
bands in the world, who displayed
their skills on the pipes and drums
in the Drill Hall of their HQ, which
is also the Regimental Museum.

La Compagnie des
Mousqetaires d’Armagnac
On June 15th in Armourers’
Hall in the City, the official launch
of the British Squadron of La
Compagnie des Mousquetaires
d’Armagnac took place, in a
traditional and lively ceremony,
presided over by the Capitaine
of the Compagnie, Aymeri de
Montesquiou d’Artagnan, who
was joined by other officers of
La Compagnie and the Company
of Pikemen and Musketeers
HAC from the City of London.
The Compagnie, formed in 1951,
which includes Presidents,
Royalty and celebrities in its
number, is organised on military
lines, and the Capitaine, Aymeri
d’Artagnan, is a direct descendant
of the bodyguard to Louis XIV,
d’Artagnan (also known as
Chevalier de Batz). The Three
Musketeers – Athos, Porthos
and Aramis – in the novel by
Alexandre Dumas were based on
real characters, and the story was
inspired by the real life adventures
of d’Artagnan. In the ceremony
Upper Warden Martin Riley was
appointed Capitaine Lieutenant of
the British Squadron, which he will
lead. Although Squadrons already
exist in 19 countries, in Europe,
Asia and North America, there has
to date been no British Squadron.
In addition six new Mousquetaires

Brigadier Bruce made a moving
speech about the illustrious
history of the Regiment, which
was formed in 1859 in the wake of
the Crimean War. He encouraged
us to visit the museum where
episodes of the Regiment’s
history are on display – including
those early volunteers of the
Great War who were transported
in London omnibuses to the front
line in Belgium. The Regiment has
ambitious plans for expanding
the use of its distinguished HQ
and developing it into a Scottish
Cultural Hub in London.

London Scottish Pipe Band

Pan Livery Project
The Lord Mayor and Master
Mercer brought all the Livery
Companies together in 2017 to
see if the Livery movement
could work together on some
specific projects. After nearly a
year of work, which a number of
Distillers were involved in, the
following two work streams have
progressed to the next stage:
Communications:
A number of meetings have
taken place with Brunswick,
on a pro-bono basis, on how a joint
narrative and a communications
plan might be drawn together
– primarily as an exercise
in reputation management, but
also to understand better
both internal and external
environments and the
value of a shared approach
to communications.
To assist this work, it is
planned to survey all the Livery
Companies to provide better
data to support the plan. In
tandem with this, the Livery
Committee are updating and
refreshing their website.

Philanthropy:
New Philanthropy Capital (NPC)
was retained to advise on how
best to progress the ideas initially
developed by the various working
groups and chosen to be looked
at further. The aim is to move
forward on a project based on
employability for young people
at risk of offending and those
who are ex-offenders. Further
work is being commissioned
to develop a business plan for
the project – hopefully to be
launched in the autumn. The
group’s advice on both optimal
governance and on the naming of
the project is also being sought.
The Lord Mayor presented this
work on 11th June and a number
of further conclusions were
drawn. On Communications, there
may well be a single spokesman
for the Livery movement and a
knowledge-sharing platform.
On Philanthropy, the likelihood
is that a new well-funded
charity will be formed, with
trustees drawn from across the
Livery movement.

were appointed including Lord
Taylor of Holbeach, who has
strong connections with France.
He is Deputy Speaker in the House
of Lords and also bears the title
Captain of the Honourable Corps
of Gentlemen at Arms.
The dinner was inspired
by the cuisine of Gascony, and
Armagnac was a component of
each course. WCD Liveryman and
Steward Chef Jean Deillon created
the menu with the Master Cook,
Mark Grove. During the dinner,
speeches were made by four
existing British Musketeers and
drinks writer Johnny Ray toasted
the health of La Compagnie and
its new British Squadron. Gascony
wines and a wide selection of
Armagnacs, including white
Armagnac, were served during
and after the dinner, kindly
provided by the Bureau National
Interprofessionnel d’Armagnac.
The WCD was well represented
with the Master and Mistress, IPM
and Mrs Watling and other Court
Members and Liverymen present.
Our Chaplain, David Parrott,
composed a special Grace for the
event. It is hoped to build a longterm association between the
WCD and la Compagnie whom we
plan to visit during the 2019 Court
Visit to Armagnac.

La Compagnie des Mousqetares d’ Armagnac with Pikemen
and Musketeers HAC from the City of London.
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